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SUBJECT: JOINT COMMUNIQUE OF ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS, 24 
FEBRUARY 1977, MANILA 

1 . SUMMARY: KEY POINTS OF COMMUNIQUE ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

(A) THE FOREIGN MINISTERS SIGNED THE AGREEMENT ON THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF ASEAN PREFERENTIAL TRADING ARRANGEMENTS 
TOGETHER WITH THE RULES OF ORIGIN WHICH HAVE BEEN NEGOTIATED 
BY THE ASEAN ECONOMIC MINISTERS. (B) THE FOREIGN MINISTERS 
WELCOMED FORTHCOMING DIALOGUES WITH JAPAN AND US AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES, GROUPS OF COUNTRIES AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. 

PRESIDENT MARCOS URGED ASEAN TO EXPAND ITS EXTERNAL RELATIONS AND 
IN PARTICULAR, TO HOLD MEETINGS AT SUMMIT LEVEL WITH INTERESTED 
COUNTRIES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. (C) THE FOREIGN MINISTERS AGREED 
ON A JOINT APPROACH TO THE US ON THE LIMITATION OF US TAX 
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DEFERRAL FOR FOREIGN INCOME OF US COMPANIES OVERSEAS. END SUMMARY. 

2. BEGIN TEXT QUOTE: 

SPECIAL MEETING OF ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS 
24 FEBRUARY 1977, MANILA 
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JOINT COMMUNIQUE 


THE SPECIAL MEETING OF ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS WAS 
HELD IN MANILA ON 24 FEBRUARY 1977 TO COMMEMORATE THE 
FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE MEETING OF ASEAN HEADS OF 
GOVERNMENT HELD IN BALI ON 23-24 FEBRUARY 1976. THE 
MEETING WAS ATTENDED BY HIS EXCELLENCY MR. ADAM MALIK. 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF INDONESIA; HIS EXCELLENCY 
TENGKU AHMAD RITHAUDDEEN, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF 
MALAYSIA; HIS EXCELLENCY MR. S. RAJARATNAM, MINISTER FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF SINGAPORE; HIS EXCELLENCY DR. UPADIT 
PACHARIY ANGKUN, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THAILAND 
AND HIS EXCELLENCY GENERAL CARLOS P. ROMULO, SECRETARY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE PHILIPPINES. HIS EXCELLENCY MR. 

HERTONO REKSO DHARSONO, SECRET ARY-GENRAL OF THE ASEAN 
SECRETARIAT, WAS ALSO PRESENT. 

HIS EXCELLENCY, PRESIDENT FERDINAND E. MARCOS OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES, ADDRESSED THE MEETING. 

PRESIDENT MARCOS EXPRESSED SATISFACTION OVER THE 
PROGRESS MADE IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF VARIOUS ASEAN 
PROJECTS INCLUDING THE AGREEMENT ON ASEAN PREFERENTIAL 
TRADING ARRAGMENTS. THE AGREEMENT, HE SAID, PROVIDED 
THE NEEDED IMPETUS IN STRENGTHENING THE ECONOMIC FOUNDATION 
OF ASEAN, AND HOPED THAT IT COULD BE EFFECTED IMMEDIATELY. 

HE COMMENDED THE FOREIGN MINISTERS AND THE TRADE MINISTERS 
FOR THEIR EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE. 
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THE PRESIDENT URGED ASEAN TO EXPAND ITS EXTERNAL 
RELATIONS AND IN PARTICULAR, IN HOLDING MEETINGS AT SUMMIT 
LEVEL WITH INTERESTED COUNTRIES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

HE EXHORTED THE ASEAN TO STRIVE HARDER FOR THE 
GREATER REALIZATION OF ITS OBJECTIVES AND GOALS TO BRING 
ABOUT THE TRANSFORMATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN INTO A REGION 
OF PEACE AND PROGRESS. 

THE ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS REAFFIRMED THE COMMITMENTS 
OF THEIR GOVERNMENTS TO THE AIMS AND PURPOSES OF ASEAN AND 
IN PARTICULAR TO THE DECISIONS OF THE MEETING OF THE ASEAN 
HEADS OF GOVERNMENT IN BALI. THEY NOTED THAT MUCH PROGRESS 
HAD BEEN ACHIEVED TOWARDS THE FULFILLMENT OF PROGRAM OF 
ACTION IN THE DECLARATION OF ASEAN CONCORD PARTICULARLY 
IN THE FIELD OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION. THEY EXPRESSED 
SATISFACTION OVER THE AGREEMENT ON THE MUTUAL EXTENSION OF 
ASSISTANCE, ESPECIALLY DURING TIMES OF EMERGENCY, ON THE 
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SUPPLY AND PURCHASE OF BASIC COMMODITIES PARTICULARLY FOOD 
AND ENERGY, AND THE PROGRESS TOWARDS THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE FIRST FIVE ASEAN INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS. THEY 
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UNCLAS SECTION 2 OF 2 MANILA 2848 

REAFFIRMED THE DETERMINATION OF THE ASSOCIATION TO 
ACCELERATE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAM OF ACTION 
OF THE ASEAN CONCORD. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTERS SIGNED THE AGREEMENT ON THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF ASEAN PREFERENTIAL TRADING ARRANGEMENTS 
TOGETHER WITH THE RULES OF ORIGIN WHICH HAVE BEEN NEGOTIATED 
BY THE ASEAN ECONOMIC MINISTERS. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTERS WELCOMED THE INAUGURATION OF 
THE FORMAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN ASEAN AND CANADA WHICH, 

TOGETHER WITH THOSE BEING CONDUCTED BETWEEN ASEAN AND THE 

EEC, AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND ARE AID AT DEVELOPING 

MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN ASEAN AND THESE COUNTRIES. 

THEY WELCOMED THE FORTHCOMING DIALOGUES WITH JAPAN AND 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. THEY REAFFIRMED THAT ASEAN 
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IS READY TO CONDUCT SIMILAR DIALOGUES WITH ALL OTHER 
COUNTRIES, GROUPS OF COUNTRIES, AND INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTERS AGREED ON A JOING APPROACH TO 
THE US ON THE LIMITATION OF US TAX DEFERRAL FOR FOREIGN 
INCOME OF US COMPANIES OVERSEAS. 

IN KEEPING WITH RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN ASEAN, THE 
FOREIGN MINISTERS AGREED ON THE NEED TO REVIEW THE 
EXISTING FRAMEWORK OF THE ASSOCIATION. THEY INSTRUCTED 
TEIR SENIOR OFFICIALS TO URGENTLY STUDY AND MAKE APPROPRIATE 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON A NEW CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK OF ASEAN. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTERS REVIEWED DEVELOPMENTS ON THE 
PROPOSED ZONE OF PEACE, FREEDOM AND NEUTRALITY. THEY 
REAFFIRMED THEIR DETERMINATION TO PURSUE ITS REALIZATION 
AND DIRECTED THE SENIOR OFFICIALS TO CONTINUE THEIR WORK 
IN THIS REGARD. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTERS AGREED TO RECOMMEND THE 
CONVENING OF A SECOND MEETING OF THEIR HEADS OF GOVERNMENT 
IN KUALA LUMPUR IN AUGUST TO COINCIDE WITH THE TENTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF ASEAN. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTERS EXPRESSED THEIR APPRECIATION 
TO THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE PHILIPPINES FOR THE 
EXCELLENT ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR THE MEETING. 

THE MEETING WAS HELD IN THE TRADITIONAL SPIRIT OF 
ASEAN CORDIALITY. 

END TEXT UNQUOTE. 
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